
laska is home to 1,173 farms on 869,852 acres, resulting in an average farm size of 742 acres (2022 USDA Census of 
Ag). However, only 72,708 acres are considered cropland and, according to the 2022 Ag Census, only 36,211 acres are 

harvested cropland with 2,398 acres of it irrigated.  

Crop insurance is not widely used in Alaska as the 
2022 crop year saw only 4,464 crop acres insured 
across ten policies on which premiums were paid 
(Table 1). However, nine of those ten policies were 
indemnified with a loss ratio of 1.76 (Loss Ratio = 
Indemnity/Total Premium). When subsidies are 
considered, the producer loss ratio was 5.87 in 2022. 
This means that for every dollar Alaska producers 
paid into crop insurance premiums in 2022, there 
was $5.87 paid out in indemnities for losses. For the 
six-year period from 2018-2023, the producer loss 
ratio on crop insurance was 3.89.

Forage Production
Most of the crop acres in Alaska are in forage 
production. Forage is grown on approximately 
29,055 acres across 254 farms, mostly in the 
southeast quarter of the state. Barley is the most 
popular grain crop grown in Alaska with 4,563 acres 
grown on 22 farms, primarily in the Tanana Valley 
agricultural district, southeast of Fairbanks. Wheat, 
oats, potatoes, orchards, and other vegetables make 
up the balance of acres dedicated to crop production 
in Alaska. 

Barley Insurance
Insurance is available for barley in four Alaska counties: Fairbanks 
North Star, Matanuska-Susitna, Southeast Fairbanks, and Valdez-
Cordova. Since 2018, five to eight barley crop insurance policies 
have been purchased annually in Alaska covering around 3,800 acres 
of annual production (Table 2). The policies are heavily subsidized, 
with subsidies covering more than 75 percent of the total premium 
over that period. Consequently, even though the indemnity payout 
each year seldom exceeds the total premium, the producer loss ratio 
is usually greater than one. For the six-year period from 2018-2023, 
the producer loss ratio for barley insurance in Alaska was 3.39.

Barley insurance policies purchased in Alaska are split by type of 
policy -- about 60 percent are Revenue Protection (RP) policies, 
while the other 40 percent are Yield Protection (YP) policies (Table 3). 
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Crop Insurance Programs for Alaskan Producers 
 
Alaska is home to 1,173 farms on 869,852 acres, resulting in an average farm size of 742 acres (2022 
USDA Census of Ag). However, only 72,708 acres are considered cropland and, according to the 2022 Ag 
Census, only 36,211 acres are harvested cropland with 2,398 acres of it irrigated.   
 
Crop insurance is not widely used in Alaska as the 2022 crop year saw only 4,464 crop acres insured 
across ten policies on which premiums were paid (Table 1). However, nine of those ten policies were 
indemnified with a loss ratio of 1.76 (Loss Ratio = Indemnity/Total Premium). When subsidies are 
considered, the producer loss ratio was 5.87 in 2022. This means that for every dollar Alaska producers 
paid into crop insurance premiums in 2022, there was $5.87 paid out in indemnities for losses. For the 
six-year period from 2018-2023, the producer loss ratio on crop insurance was 3.89. 
 

 
 
Most of the crop acres in Alaska are in forage production. Forage is grown on approximately 29,055 
acres across 254 farms, mostly in the southeast quarter of the state. Barley is the most popular grain 
crop grown in Alaska with 4,563 acres grown on 22 farms, primarily in the Tanana Valley agricultural 
district, southeast of Fairbanks. Wheat, oats, potatoes, orchards, and other vegetables make up the 
balance of acres dedicated to crop production in Alaska.  
 
Insurance is available for barley in four Alaska counties: Fairbanks North Star, Matanuska-Susitna, 
Southeast Fairbanks, and Valdez-Cordova. Since 2018, five to eight barley crop insurance policies have 
been purchased annually in Alaska covering around 3,800 acres of annual production (Table 2). The 
policies are heavily subsidized, with subsidies covering over 75 percent of the total premium over that 
period. Consequently, even though the indemnity payout each year seldom exceeds the total premium, 
the producer loss ratio is usually greater than one. For the six-year period from 2018-2023, the producer 
loss ratio for barley insurance in Alaska was 3.39. 
 

Table 1. Crop Insurance Summary of Business for Alaska 2018-2024.

Table 2. Crop Insurance Summary of Business for Barley in Alaska 2018-2024.

 
 
Barley insurance policies purchased in Alaska are split by type of policy -- about 60 percent are Revenue 
Protection (RP) policies, while the other 40 percent are Yield Protection (YP) policies (Table 3). However, 
the acres covered are almost evenly split as producers tend to cover more acres per policy for the less 
expensive YP policies. YP policies are less expensive because they only cover one hazard (yield). Over the 
six-year period from 2018-2023, the more expensive RP coverage has resulted in a higher producer loss 
ratio and payout per acre with a similar percentage of policies indemnified. 
 

 
 
Forage is the most significant crop in Alaska in terms of acreage with about 29,000 acres across the 
state. Non-irrigated Forage Production insurance is currently available on an Actual Production History 
(APH) basis in four counties: Fairbanks North Star, Kenai Peninsula, Matanuska-Susitna, and Southeast 
Fairbanks. However, very little forage production is insured (Figure 4). There were significant 
indemnities paid out in 2018 and 2019, but nothing since. Participation has dwindled to one or two 
policies per year with less than 1,000 acres covered.  This has occurred despite the product being heavily 
subsidized. 
 
Other crops insurable in various counties in Alaska include: cabbage, potatoes, and wheat in  
Matanuska-Susitna; dry peas, oats, potatoes, and wheat in Southeast Fairbanks; and dry peas and 
potatoes in Fairbanks North Star. Wheat is commonly insured when grown in Alaska. However, the long 
growing season limits its production to just a few hundred acres. Oats is planted on more acres than 
wheat, but it is often planted as a forage crop so only a few hundred acres are insured. Table 5 shows a 
summary of insurance coverage for dry peas, oats, and wheat over the six-year period from 2018-2023.  
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However, the acres covered are almost evenly split as 
producers tend to cover more acres per policy for the 
less expensive YP policies. YP policies are less expensive 
because they only cover one hazard (yield). Over the 
six-year period from 2018-2023, the more expensive 
RP coverage has resulted in a higher producer loss ratio 
and payout per acre with a similar percentage of policies 
indemnified.

Forage is the most significant crop in Alaska in terms 
of acreage with about 29,000 acres across the state. 
Non-irrigated Forage Production insurance is currently 
available on an Actual Production History (APH) basis 
in four counties: Fairbanks North Star, Kenai Peninsula, 
Matanuska-Susitna, and Southeast Fairbanks. However, 
very little forage production is insured (Figure 4). There 
were significant indemnities paid out in 2018 and 2019, 
but nothing since. Participation has dwindled to one or 
two policies per year with less than 1,000 acres covered.  
This has occurred despite the product being heavily 
subsidized.

Other Crops
Other crops insurable in various counties in Alaska include: cabbage, 
potatoes, and wheat in Matanuska-Susitna; dry peas, oats, potatoes, and 
wheat in Southeast Fairbanks; and dry peas and potatoes in Fairbanks 
North Star. Wheat is commonly insured when grown in Alaska. However, 
the long growing season limits its production to just a few hundred acres. 
Oats is planted on more acres than wheat, but it is often planted as a forage 
crop so only a few hundred acres are insured. Table 5 shows a summary of 
insurance coverage for dry peas, oats, and wheat over the six-year period from 2018-2023. 

Alaska is also home to over 700,000 of agricultural acres classified as pasture and rangeland. However, 
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF) insurance is not available in Alaska. There are a couple of other USDA 
insurance products for livestock producers that are available in Alaska: Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) 
and Livestock Risk Protection (LRP). However, Alaska livestock producers have not actively participated 
in either one of these insurance programs. Finally, Alaska producers can insure with Whole Farm Revenue 
Protection (WFRP), but there is not currently any participation in the program.

RightRisk team members will be in Alaska several times over the next year. Please reach 
out to them with questions about crop insurance and other risk management challenges 
you may be facing. Also, Alaska producers interested in learning more about crop 
insurance should visit the Risk Management Agency website (www.rma.usda.gov). 
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Table 3. Six-Year Average Barley Insurance Coverage Summary for Revenue 
Protection (RP) and Yield Protection (YP) 2018-2023 in Alaska.

 
 
Barley insurance policies purchased in Alaska are split by type of policy -- about 60 percent are Revenue 
Protection (RP) policies, while the other 40 percent are Yield Protection (YP) policies (Table 3). However, 
the acres covered are almost evenly split as producers tend to cover more acres per policy for the less 
expensive YP policies. YP policies are less expensive because they only cover one hazard (yield). Over the 
six-year period from 2018-2023, the more expensive RP coverage has resulted in a higher producer loss 
ratio and payout per acre with a similar percentage of policies indemnified. 
 

 
 
Forage is the most significant crop in Alaska in terms of acreage with about 29,000 acres across the 
state. Non-irrigated Forage Production insurance is currently available on an Actual Production History 
(APH) basis in four counties: Fairbanks North Star, Kenai Peninsula, Matanuska-Susitna, and Southeast 
Fairbanks. However, very little forage production is insured (Figure 4). There were significant 
indemnities paid out in 2018 and 2019, but nothing since. Participation has dwindled to one or two 
policies per year with less than 1,000 acres covered.  This has occurred despite the product being heavily 
subsidized. 
 
Other crops insurable in various counties in Alaska include: cabbage, potatoes, and wheat in  
Matanuska-Susitna; dry peas, oats, potatoes, and wheat in Southeast Fairbanks; and dry peas and 
potatoes in Fairbanks North Star. Wheat is commonly insured when grown in Alaska. However, the long 
growing season limits its production to just a few hundred acres. Oats is planted on more acres than 
wheat, but it is often planted as a forage crop so only a few hundred acres are insured. Table 5 shows a 
summary of insurance coverage for dry peas, oats, and wheat over the six-year period from 2018-2023.  

Table 4. Insurance Summary of Business for Alaska Forage Production 2018-2024.

 
 

 
 
Alaska is also home to over 700,000 of agricultural acres classified as pasture and rangeland. However, 
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF) insurance is not available in Alaska. There are a couple of other USDA 
insurance products for livestock producers that are available in Alaska: Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) 
and Livestock Risk Protection (LRP). However, Alaska livestock producers have not actively participated 
in either one of these insurance programs. Finally, Alaskan producers can insure with Whole Farm 
Revenue Protection (WFRP), but there is not any current participation in the program. 
 
RightRisk team members will be in Alaska several times over the next year. Please reach out to them 
with questions about crop insurance and other risk management challenges you may be facing. Also, 
Alaska producers interested in learning more about crop insurance should visit the Risk Management 
Agency website (www.rma.usda.gov).  

Table 5. Summary of Business for Crop Insurance 2018-2023 
Averages for Dry Peas, Oats, and Wheat in Alaska.

 
 

 
 
Alaska is also home to over 700,000 of agricultural acres classified as pasture and rangeland. However, 
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF) insurance is not available in Alaska. There are a couple of other USDA 
insurance products for livestock producers that are available in Alaska: Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) 
and Livestock Risk Protection (LRP). However, Alaska livestock producers have not actively participated 
in either one of these insurance programs. Finally, Alaskan producers can insure with Whole Farm 
Revenue Protection (WFRP), but there is not any current participation in the program. 
 
RightRisk team members will be in Alaska several times over the next year. Please reach out to them 
with questions about crop insurance and other risk management challenges you may be facing. Also, 
Alaska producers interested in learning more about crop insurance should visit the Risk Management 
Agency website (www.rma.usda.gov).  
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